
Introduction to 
Digital Media Portfolio

By: Kristine Jenniges
Teacher: Heather Cooley
Semester: Spring 2001

This whole book was the last
project of the class.  Our

objective was to convert five
of our projects in class to
EPS format  and write about

each one.  Then our challenge
was to put the text and pic-

tures together in
to make a pleasing
final project that

would serve as our portfolio
for portfolio reviews.  
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This project was the most significantly challenging project of the class; there-
fore I learned the most. 

I ended up doing the project over after the first one was unsuccessful. It had
issues with a cutout look and was less creative than the second one. 

I learned that it’s important to do sketches before to figure out the most interesting
composition. I also learned that it’s important to figure out what elements besides pho-
tographs you want to incorporate into the project. 

Maybe the most difficult part of the project was figuring out how to express the
feelings I hold towards my father without the use of words. I didn’t know how to
express laughter and joking around with an object and that he was there for me
throughout my life. In the first draft I just used pictures of my father and myself at
different stages in our lives. Then I used a rose that he gave me for my graduation to
show growth. The pictures just looked thrown together like in a collage or a photo
album. 

The difficulty was overcome with the help of some feedback and some thought.
In the second one I showed myself as a little girl at my 1st communion with angels to
show that my father will always consider me his little girl or "little angel." The halo is
cocked to the side and colored to show that I’m not perfect. I’m in a balcony of roses
to show the growth of our relationship and my own growth. The placement of myself
above my father is because he puts me first and is always pushing me higher. I used to
love to swing and still do. I used to ask my dad to "push me higher." There is a picture
of my dad and I on a swing in the background on the bricks but it’s hard to make out.
The comical side of my dad and I is shown with my dad’s big clown nose and googly eyes.
The fact that we enjoy fishing together is shown with the fish in his hand, which is also
comical (like the amount of good fish we catch). The color blue is prevalent because he
likes the color blue, he always buys me blue things, and it was my high school color. The
fact that my father is bigger than me is because he is the head of the household and
that I respect him. 

Family Connection

Adobe PhotoShop :
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I thought that this project was very interesting. It was interesting

to learn about current events and to try to meld them with pieces

of artwork done the masters. 

I picked the feud between the Israelis and Palestinians in the

Holy lands as my issue. This issue has been going on for sever-

al years now. For my artist I picked Piere Modrian, his pictures

are mainly observations on line and shapes. 

The challenge was the massive quantity of information on the

issue and the static nature of Modrian's work. The massive

quantity of information actually made it easier because I had

several good photographs involving the issue but it was hard to

decide which ones to use. The static nature of the artwork went

well with the issue because the situation, even though it is vio-

lent in nature, hasn’t changed in years. The lines in the Modrian

piece also bring up the ideas of borders or streets. I used this

to my advantage by placing pictures over, in-between, and

behind the lines to show that the issue deals mostly with dispu-

tation over borders and territory. I also placed an overlay of a

map of the area over the whole thing. 

The overall result of the union in this piece is quite successful in

my opinion. It seems jumbled and there is a lot of information so

your eye cannot rest making you almost want to look away to

rest your eyes or look at it more closely. This is the nature of

the issue that I wished to get across.

Political Issues
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This Project mainly dealt
with tracing with the pen
tool, manipulating text, and
filling things in with color,
and outlining them with a
stroke.   Working with the
pen tool was a real chal-
lenge but practice makes
perfect.

This Project was fun. We
learned to manipulate shapes
in various ways. We also
learned to manipulate text
around and inside shapes.
Then we did our best in work-
ing with the pen tool for the
first time.   
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In this assignment we were supposed to write our name a several times in dif-

ferent fonts which we loaded in from the Font Suitcase.  After we wrote our name we

were supposed to manipulate it in as many ways as possible.  One way was to outline

the letters and then ungroup them.  This let us manipulate the letters separately

rather than all together (as a group).  

From this we discussed in class how texts take on certain qualities.  For

instance, one type of text might be more businesslike or formal while another might

be more unformal and childlike.  Some of my creations are more like tattoos and oth-

ers like headlines and some like things that you might see on the back of a t-shirt. 

This assignment was fun because we got to play with things a lot.

Logotypes
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This project was fun because it involved something that we are familiar with, our
school, The College of Visual Arts. For me merit badges are familiar because as a
young girl I was in Brownies and they had merit badges.

The biggest challenge in this project was in simplifying. That means capturing
the idea of a whole class with a small amount of objects. 

I did several quick sketches for this one and I challenged myself by creating
everything without the aid of a scanner. This helped me overcome my hatred for
the pen tool and also helped me to simplify. 

The first one I did was for Foundation Drawing class. I thought that a pencil draw-
ing on a sheet of paper would be blunt enough. So I used that idea but I made the
whole thing more interesting by making the shape of the badge a triangle and
showing the pencil and paper on a table and in perspective. 

The next one I did was for 3D Art class. My 3D Art teacher said that the most
challenging thing to do was to bind one object to another, so I picked the simplest
type of glue to represent bonding things together, Elmers Glue. I placed this
object glue bottle into a Diamond shape and divided to the background in half to
suggest that the glue bottle was resting on a table or there was at least a horizon
line.

The third one I did was for Perspective. This one involves a little history lesson.
Leonardo dad Vinci was known as a Renaissance man because he was good at
several different things. One of these was linear perspective. His Vitruvian Man
sketch shows that man can make both a perfect circle and square. I thought that
this would be fitting for Perspective, so I traced his drawing and put it in a square
shape because it fit best in a square and colored the background. 

The last one I did was on Portfolio Reviews. This one helped me get out my emo-
tions. I feel that Portfolio Reviews make you feel like a target so I put a target in
the background. Then I really do fear them because it will take a lot of time to get
my stuff all together and get it there, so I put a person with their hair on end to
show stress and fear. And it involves your portfolio so I put a portfolio being
sucked into the middle of the target. 

German Folklore or Really Twisted Children’s Stories

CVA Merit Badges
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When I first got this assignment it seemed like it would be fun.
It turns out that it was a lot of fun but it was a lot of work. I
spent 9 hours straight on the computer one day only to finish
three fourths of the illustrations. Our objective was to draw
the illustrations of the stories on illustrator and then bring
them into Quark and add the type to create a poster that was
11 by 14" in size.

After the much persuasion the teacher convinced me that I
needed to do detailed sketches of what I wished the illustra-
tion to look like. Then I picked the best four illustrations,
scanned them in and traced them in illustrator with the pen
tool. I tried to pick a color palette that was darker in hue
because I believe that the stories are a bit gruesome and dark.
If I were a child I’d be scared after reading them. I found out
after I finished the assignment that they were actually German
Folklore and then they made sense. 

When I carried them over to Quark I just played around with
the first one’s design and decided to keep a few things similar
throughout the layout. I used two contrasting colors that came
from the colors in the illustration for the text and background,
I decided the background would remain a solid box of color
underneath the title and inside the border, and I kept the bor-
der and title the same (with different words of course). These
few similar things keep that pieces looking like a series from
the same book.

German Folklore or 
Really Twisted 

Children’s Stories
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This class was a challenge contrary to what I thought it would
be. The class covered how to use the Macintosh computer as well
as the programs of Adobe PhotoShop, Adobe Illustrator and Quark.
I
thought coming into the class that I knew the programs of Adobe
PhotoShop and Illustrator pretty well because I have them at home
and that the class wouldn’t be a challenge, but I learned a lot.
In fact, I learned how to use the programs even better and I
learned the skills involved in creating a successful assignment
or in the job field a successful project.

I have a PC at home and hadn’t worked on a Macintosh for a while.
So, the biggest thing I learned how to use the Macintosh again.
For instance on a Macintosh you can click and drag a picture to
the desktop to copy it, but on the PC you have to save it to
some folder or right click on the mouse button over the picture,
scroll down, and select copy. Most of the things I learned in
PhotoShop were technical differences between Macintoshes and PCs.
Some of the technical skills I learned in illustrator were how to
use the pen tool better, how to create interesting text by
ungrouping letters, and how to lock and hide selections to make
it easier to make more complicated illustrations. Quark was an
entirely new program to me so everything was new except that of
the idea behind it. I have the program Adobe PageMaker at home
and it performs a similar task of bringing text and pictures/pho-
tographs together. 

There are many skills involved in creating a successful assign-
ment. I already covered the skill of being able use the program
well. Next, I learned how to improve my creative abilities on
projects like in the case of the Family Connection assignment. I
learned that the most important step to developing creative abil-
ities is becoming good at sketching things out. The subject of
sketching can be a category all of it’s own. When you’re sketch-
ing the things you want the think about are things such as compo-
sition and uniformity of color and design. The better you get at
sketching the better your projects will be and the faster they
will be to get done. This brings up the issue of time. It’s good
to plan your time wisely or you’ll spend hours on the computer
that you don’t need to. I also learned that sometimes besides
sketching things involve research like in the case of the
Political Issues assignment. Finding the right picture for the
job can also be a form of research. 

Once all of these things come together you can spend less time on
projects and you can make some pretty neat projects. I’m glad I
learned all of this and look forward to learning more and meeting
the challenges of the job field one day. 

S u m m a r y
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